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publickly of any Mismanagement of the Slate, for a King of Siam can no
more err in Politicks, than a Pope can m Matters of Faith.

Yet about the Year 1688. by some malevolent Planet that ovei-ruled
his Actions, he made a War with his Neighboms the Kings of Cambodia,
and Couihin-ckma He sent an Army by Land, and a Fleet by Sea, to
carry on the War, but was not successful by Land However in the Land-
aimy there was a mean Person, a Citizen of Siam, who kept a Fruit-shop,
he had a bold daring Spirit, and behaved himself so well on all Occasions,
in the Land War, that he came to Preferment, and at last was made
Generalissimo, and then ended the War to the Satisfaction of the whole
Army abroad, and his Prince at home; but when he brought back the
Army to Siam, seeing the King wrapt up in the Opinion he had of the
Jesuits Counsels, and the Management they had in the Affairs of State,
by the Countenance of the King and his first Minister my Lord Falcon,
he pickt a Quarrel with the King, and having most of the Army at his
Devotion, seized his Master and put him to Death, after the Manner of
royal Criminals, or as Princes of the Blood are treated when convicted
of capital Crimes, which is, by putting them into a large Iron Caldron,
and pounding them to Pieces with wooden Pestles, because none of their
royal Blood must be spilt on the Ground, it being, by their Religion,
thought great Impiety to contaminate the divine Blood, by mixing it with
Earth. And after he had murdered his Master, he summoned all the
Mandereens in the City, to hold a Council in the Palace.

My Lord Falcon, for that was generally his Designation, had, by his
civil Deportment towards People of all Ranks and Degrees, so ingratiated
himself, that he had a stronger Party by far, both in the City and Country,
than the General; and besides, had all the Fleet at his Devotion. Many
of my Lord's Friends disswaded him from obeying the Summons, but to
raise the Forces of the City, and revenge the Death of the King, and many
Officers of the Army that detested the Regicide would have come over
to his Party, which at least was above 50000 strong, but being infatuate,
he was deaf to all good Advice, and went to the Palace, where assoon
as he had set his Foot, he was seized by the General's Guards, and
beheaded, so the Usurper took the Sovereignty into his own Hands,
and at that Instant was by jure dimno made an infallible Favourite of
Heaven, and the Sun, Moon, and Stars, had the Honour to be his near
Relations.

Had my Lord Falcon followed his Friends Advice, or had Courage
answerable to his other good Qualities, he had certainly been honoured
with the Diadem in Stam, and if he had introduced Popery in the Place